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The journal welcomes submission of papers on topics covered on the 

accompanying list. Contributions to must not have appeared or have been 

accepted for publication in extenso elsewhere prior to publication by the Society 

without sanction from the Society. Full papers containing original work will 

normally be selected for inclusion in a particular issue sequentially in order of 

date of acceptance. Authors should note that the fragmentation of a substantial 

body of work into a number of short publications is discouraged. Authoritative 

review articles are also included. These are normally published by invitation of the 

Society. However, suggestions from authors are welcome and enquiries regarding 

potential articles should be directed to the editorial office. 

Administration procedure 

Manuscripts for publication must be submitted via email (editorial@sdc.org.uk). 

An email acknowledging receipt will be sent from the editorial office and 

thereafter all communication with authors will be via email as far as possible. 

Papers that do not conform to the general aims and scope of the journal will be 

returned immediately without review. 

All contributions will be peer-reviewed by at least two referees, with any 

differences of opinion being mediated by the editor. Authors will be notified 

whether their manuscript has been accepted (possibly subject to certain 

revisions) or rejected on the basis of the referees’ reports. If revision is required, 

a full revised manuscript should be provided in electronic form. A detailed note 

explaining how the manuscript has been amended in response to the referees’ 

comments should also be included. Authors should note that all hardcopy or 

electronic material submitted to the editorial office will be discarded two months 

after publication unless return has been explicitly requested, preferably at the 

time of submission. 

Manuscript organisation 

All papers must be submitted in English, of a sufficient standard to allow referees 

to form a considered judgement on the merit of the paper. Any need for 

excessive editing may result in rejection or a request for extensive revision by the 

author. Publication time is kept to a minimum to publish new information in the 

shortest possible time. Rapid publication is aided by careful preparation of text 

and illustrations. 

Authors are encouraged to be as concise as possible and to cite literature 

references wherever appropriate, rather than repeating material that has 
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appeared elsewhere. Despite this need for conciseness, it is essential that 

sufficient background and explanatory detail be included to enable the non-expert 

to read the paper with understanding. To attempt to do this by the use of 

literature references alone may not always be satisfactory if the techniques 

involved are not widely known. 

Research papers would normally consist of: a summary (up to 150 words) which 

is sufficiently detailed to provide a broad indication of the field covered and the 

results obtained; an introductory section describing the aims of the work; a 

section outlining the methodology adopted; a results and discussion section; and 

a summary of the conclusions drawn. In all papers, but in particular those 

describing theoretical studies, it is desirable that the aims and objectives of the 

work and any conclusions drawn should be stated as clearly as possible in terms 

of the practical applications or implications of the work described. 

References should be cited at relevant positions in the text and should be 

numbered consecutively using arabic numerals within square brackets. A full list 

of references should appear at the end of the paper with each reference 

numbered (followed by a full stop) on a new line. References to journal articles 

should include a list of all the authors, the journal title abbreviation, volume 

number in bold, year of publication in parentheses and page number, e.g. ‘1. A B 

Smith and F Bloggs, Color. Technol., 121 (2005) 17’. Issue numbers or actual 

dates of publications are needed only if each issue is numbered from page one. A 

full list of authors should also be provided for books, followed by the title, names 

of editors (if appropriate), edition, location of publisher, publisher’s name and 

year of publication (all in parentheses) and page number. Patents should be cited 

according to the European patents database (http://ep.espacenet.com). 

Acknowledgements, if included, should be kept brief and inserted immediately 

above the list of references. 

Tables and figures 

Tables should be numbered consecutively and should be cited at a relevant 

position in the text. This is also the case for figures. The number of illustrations 

should be kept as low as possible and any numerical results should be presented 

in the form of tables or graphs, not both. If illustrations are not discussed 

adequately in the text, they may be removed at the editing stage. Captions 

should be provided for all tables and figures.  

In a series of figures containing graphs, consistent use of symbols will help the 

reader. The preferred font type for figures (axes, labels, etc.) is Verdana 

(Windows) or Helvetica (Apple), 10 pt for axis labels and 8 pt for axis numbering. 

Figure legends should be used showing different line styles or data point symbols 

enclosed in a 0.5 pt box and positioned inside the illustration if possible. SI units 

should be separated from quantities with a comma e.g. k, nm. Symbols 
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representing physical quantities should be italicised e.g. t, min. Parts of figures 

should be labelled (a), (b), (c), etc. and further information given in the figure 

caption. 

All illustrations and other supporting material must be supplied in a publishable 

form. Whilst the Society is willing to work with authors to achieve this, it reserves 

the right to levy an additional charge incurred for revising material supplied, 

particularly if there are large numbers of illustrations, or when diagrams do not 

conform to the specifications given. If this proves necessary, authors will be 

notified beforehand. 

Electronic files required 

Authors must send electronic versions of their papers, preferably by email. 

Alternatively the Society has an FTP facility by which material, particular larger 

graphic files, can be uploaded. Details can be supplied on request. 

Preferred file formats are as follows: 

• Text: Microsoft Word (*.doc) 

• Tables: Microsoft Word – Insert Table (*.doc) 

• Mathematics: Microsoft Word – Insert Equation 3.0 (*.doc) 

• Line art: Encapsulated PostScript (*.eps) 

• Photographs: Suitable raster format (*.tif with LZW compression or *.jpg) of 

sufficient resolution to be viewable online (preferably at least 200 dpi) 

• Movies: QuickTime (*.mov) or MPEG (*.mpg) 

• Audio files: (*.mp3) 

A template is available to help authors prepare material for submission. Material 

can be keyed and/or copied into the template for formatting prior to submission. 

When sending files to the editorial office by email, authors should be aware that 

there is a file size limit of 5 MB. We recommend the use of the Zip format to 

compress larger files and keep files together.  

Permissions  

If all or part of previously published illustrations are to be used, permission must 

be obtained from the copyright holder concerned prior to submission. 
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Proofs 

The corresponding author will receive an email alert containing a link to a web 

site containing article proofs for checking prior to publication. A working email 

address must therefore be provided for the corresponding author. The proof can 

be downloaded as a PDF (portable document format) file from this site. Adobe 

Reader will be required in order to read this file. This software can be downloaded 

free of charge using the following link: 

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html  

Copyright assignment 

Authors submitting a paper do so on the understanding that the work has not 

been published before, is not being considered for publication elsewhere and has 

been read and approved by all of the authors. If and when a manuscript is 

accepted for publication, the corresponding author must agree to assign (on 

behalf of all authors) exclusive copyright, which covers the exclusive right to 

reproduce and distribute all of the articles published in the journal, to the Society 

of Dyers and Colourists using the Exclusive Licence Form. No material published 

in the journal may be stored on microfilm or in electronic databases and the like, 

without the written permission of the Society. 

Offprints 

A PDF offprint will be sent to the corresponding author free of charge. Authors 

have permission to make multiple copies of this document for private use, but not 

for resale or web use, provided the source of the article is included in all copies 

used.  
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